
McKee Botanical Garden & Seward Johnson Exhibition
March 22, 2019 | Friday $69

McKee Botanical Garden is currently showcasing Seward 
Johnson’s  Celebrating the Familiar  sculpture series on 
display throughout the Garden from January 5 to April 
28, 2019. This exhibition features twenty of his life-scale 
bronze sculptures and his dramatic and monumental 25 
ft. tall Embracing Peace sculpture. This exhibition depicts 
what Seward Johnson refers to as “the beautiful moments 
of ordinary life.” These extraordinary sculptures celebrate 
“the emotional and spiritual sustenance and pleasure 
that nature can provide to help us deal with life’s inevita-
ble struggles.” Each of the sculptures have been carefully 
placed in locations where our visitors may easily mistake 
them as a real person going about their business doing 
everyday things such as washing the windows, taking a 
nap, reading a book, or shopping.

A Litte History On McKee Gardens: In 1932, Arthur G. McK-
ee and Waldo E. Sexton opened McKee Jungle Gardens 
on an 80-acre tropical hammock in Vero Beach, Florida. 
The two land developers employed landscape architect 
William Lyman Phillips, from the esteemed firm of Fred-
erick Law Olmsted, to design the basic infrastructure of 
streams, ponds and trails while they focused their efforts 
on assembling one of the most outstanding collections 
of waterlilies and orchids – augmenting native vegeta-
tion with ornamental plants and exotic specimens from 
around the world. By the 1940’s, more than 100,000 tour-
ists were visiting the Gardens each year, deeming it one 
of Florida’s earliest and most popular natural attractions.
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Itinerary 
10:30 am Depart Kings Isle
10:45  am Depart Walmart Super Ctr., 1675 St. Lucie West Blvd.
  Please park at S.W. corner of lot near Lake. Charles Rd. 
11:30 am Arrive McKee Botanical Garden
  Lunch in Cafe - Included
1:00 pm Tour of Gardens & Seward Johnson Exhibition
3:00 pm Depart McKee Garden
3:45 pm Return to Kings Isle
4:00 pm Return to Walmart Super Ctr.
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